AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

But the Roman Empire fell and Saxons
and Angles, Danes and Scandinavians poured
into Britain and the name of England was
first heard in the world. Little is known of
the history of these invasions, of the ceaseless
fighting, of the extent to which the Celtic
population was killed or driven into the
extremities of the country. Of the invaders
themselves we know something, yet only
enough to whet our curiosity,

The Saxons were a fierce, self-reliant race,
coming from the Frisian coast: but what
impulse sent them at that time to cross the
. sea and seek a new home in a land where that
home could only be secured by hard and
bitter fighting? We shall never know, but
there is a theory that has been held by some
historians which has always interested me,
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